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Unlock the Secrets to Perfect Hardwood 
Floors: A Comprehensive Guide 
Have you ever walked into a room and felt an immediate sense of warmth and elegance, all 
because of the beautiful hardwood floors? Hardwood flooring has that effect; it transforms any 
space into a sophisticated haven. Whether you’re planning a complete renovation or just 
looking to update a room, understanding the nuances of hardwood flooring is crucial. In this 
guide, we'll unlock the secrets to achieving perfect hardwood floors, providing you with all the 
knowledge you need. 
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Introduction to Hardwood Floors 
Hardwood floors have been a popular choice for centuries, and for good reason. They are 
durable, versatile, and add a timeless appeal to any home. But what makes hardwood floors so 
special? And how can you ensure you're making the right choice for your home? 
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Why Choose Hardwood Floors? 

1. Timeless Beauty 

Hardwood floors offer a classic look that never goes out of style. Unlike other flooring options, 
hardwood improves with age, gaining character over time. 

2. Durability and Longevity 

When properly maintained, hardwood floors can last for generations. They are resistant to 
wear and tear, making them an excellent long-term investment. 

3. Easy Maintenance 

Maintaining hardwood floors is relatively simple. Regular sweeping and occasional mopping are 
usually all that's needed to keep them looking their best. 

4. Increased Home Value 

Hardwood floors are a sought-after feature in homes. They can significantly boost the resale 
value of your property. 
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Types of Hardwood Flooring 

1. Solid Hardwood 

Solid hardwood is milled from a single piece of wood. It's incredibly durable and can be sanded 
and refinished multiple times. 

2. Engineered Hardwood 

Engineered hardwood consists of a top layer of real wood adhered to multiple layers of 
plywood. It’s more stable than solid wood and is ideal for areas with fluctuating humidity levels. 

3. Exotic Hardwood 

Exotic hardwoods like Brazilian cherry and mahogany offer unique colors and patterns. They are 
typically harder and more durable than domestic species. 

Best Flooring Options for Different Rooms 

Choosing the right type of flooring for each room in your home is essential for both aesthetics 
and functionality. 



Oakland Hardwood Flooring 
Address: 2700 Dufferin St. Unit 64, Toronto Tel: (905) 731-6900 

1. Living Room 

Opt for solid or engineered hardwood for a warm and inviting atmosphere. 

2. Kitchen 

Engineered hardwood is a great choice due to its stability in humid conditions. 

3. Bedroom 

Solid hardwood adds a cozy and luxurious feel. 

4. Basement 

Engineered hardwood or laminate is best due to potential moisture issues. 

Understanding Hardwood Flooring Costs 

The cost of hardwood flooring can vary widely based on several factors. 

1. Material Costs 
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• Solid Hardwood: Generally, more expensive, ranging from $5 to $15 per square foot. 
• Engineered Hardwood: More affordable, typically between $3 and $10 per square foot. 

2. Installation Costs 

Professional installation usually costs between $3 and $8 per square foot. 

3. Additional Costs 

• Preparation and removal of old flooring: $1 to $2 per square foot. 
• Finishing and staining: $2 to $5 per square foot. 

 

DIY vs. Professional Flooring Installation 

1. DIY Installation 

Pros: 

• Cost Savings: Avoid labor costs. 
• Satisfaction: Personal accomplishment. 



Oakland Hardwood Flooring 
Address: 2700 Dufferin St. Unit 64, Toronto Tel: (905) 731-6900 

Cons: 

• Skill Level: Requires significant skill and tools. 
• Time-Consuming: Can take longer than professional installation. 

2. Professional Installation 

Pros: 

• Expertise: High-quality finish. 
• Efficiency: Faster completion. 

Cons: 

• Cost: Higher upfront expense. 
 

Choosing the Right Flooring 
Services in Toronto 

Selecting the right flooring service is crucial for 
a successful installation. 

1. Reputation 

Look for companies with positive reviews and a 
solid track record. 

2. Experience 

Choose a company with extensive experience in 
hardwood flooring. 

3. Services Offered 

Ensure the company provides comprehensive 
services, including installation, finishing, and 
maintenance. 

4. Free Consultations 

Many top companies offer free consultations and quotes, helping you make an informed 
decision. 



Oakland Hardwood Flooring 
Address: 2700 Dufferin St. Unit 64, Toronto Tel: (905) 731-6900 

The Process of Hardwood Flooring Installation 

Understanding the installation process can help you prepare and set realistic expectations. 

1. Preparation 

• Assessment: Evaluating the subfloor and making necessary repairs. 
• Acclimation: Allowing the wood to acclimate to your home's humidity. 

2. Installation 

• Layout: Planning the layout to minimize waste. 
• Nailing/Stapling: Securing the planks to the subfloor. 

 

3. Finishing 

• Sanding: Ensuring a smooth surface. 
• Staining: Applying color, if desired. 
• Sealing: Protecting the wood with a clear finish. 
•  
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Maintenance Tips for Hardwood Floors 

Proper maintenance can extend the life of your hardwood floors. 

1. Regular Cleaning 

• Sweeping: Daily sweeping to remove dust and debris. 
• Mopping: Weekly damp mopping with a hardwood-safe cleaner. 

2. Protecting the Finish 

• Rugs and Mats: Placing rugs in high-traffic areas. 
• Furniture Pads: Using pads under furniture legs. 

3. Periodic Refinishing 

Refinish your floors every 5-10 years to maintain their appearance. 

Laminate vs. Hardwood Flooring 

1. Appearance 

Hardwood offers a natural, authentic look, while 
laminate can mimic wood but doesn’t have the same 
texture. 

2. Durability 

Laminate is more resistant to scratches and dents, 
making it ideal for high-traffic areas. 

3. Cost 

Laminate is generally more affordable than hardwood. 

Pros and Cons of Laminate Flooring 

Pros 

• Cost-Effective: Cheaper than hardwood. 
• Easy Installation: Suitable for DIY projects. 
• Durable: Resistant to scratches and moisture. 
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Cons 

• Lifespan: Doesn’t last as long as hardwood. 
• Resale Value: Adds less value to your home. 
• Appearance: Lacks the authenticity of real wood. 

Environmental Impact of Hardwood Flooring 

1. Sustainability 

Choose hardwood from sustainable sources to minimize environmental impact. 

2. Lifespan 

Long-lasting hardwood reduces the need for frequent replacements. 

3. Biodegradability 

Hardwood is a natural, biodegradable material. 
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Conclusion 

Unlocking the secrets to perfect hardwood floors involves understanding the types of wood, 
costs, installation processes, and maintenance. With the right knowledge, you can make 
informed decisions that will enhance the beauty and value of your home. Whether you choose 
solid, engineered, or laminate flooring, ensure you select the best options for your needs and 
lifestyle. 

FAQs 

1. What is the average cost of hardwood flooring installation? 

The average cost of hardwood flooring installation ranges from $6 to $15 per square foot, 
including materials and labor. 

2. How long does hardwood flooring last? 

With proper maintenance, hardwood flooring can last for decades, often over 50 years. 

3. Can hardwood floors be installed in kitchens and bathrooms? 

Yes, but engineered hardwood is preferred in these areas due to its moisture resistance. 

4. What is the difference between solid and engineered hardwood? 

Solid hardwood is made from a single piece of wood, while engineered hardwood has a top 
layer of real wood over plywood layers. 

5. How often should hardwood floors be refinished? 

Hardwood floors should be refinished every 5-10 years, depending on wear and tear. 
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